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On Oct. 23-24 in Georgetown, Caribbean Community (Caricom) ministers convened to review
progress toward establishing a common market by the end of 1993. The ministers agreed to
continue the Barbados-based Caribbean Trade Information System (CARTIS), a component of
the Caricom Export Development Project (CEDP). For the past three years, CARTIS has been
funded by the UN Development Programme (UNDP), but funding expires in December. The
system offers businesspersons, both within and outside the region, ready access to trade and
economic information, including prices for goods, location of raw materials, shipping and other
transport schedules. In a statement, the Caricom secretariat said participants in a September
meeting reviewed plans for an eight-year project to study conservation methods of regional marine
resources. The Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) is providing most of the US
$17.8 million for the study. The program aims at guaranteeing adequate supplies of fish products at
a level that does not endanger fish stock. Research centers will be located in Belize, St. Vincent and
the Grenadines and Trinidad and Tobago. (Basic data from Inter-Press Service, 10/25/91)
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